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2009 Open Government Directive → 2013 “Open By Default”
Executive Order → 2019 OPEN Government Data Act



Overview

Data.gov is the U.S. Government’s open data site, designed to unleash the power of 
government open data to help the public, achieve agency missions, drive innovation, and 
uphold the ideals of an open and transparent government. 

• Unified Federal open data program and national cross-government catalog 

• Launched in 2009 with 47 datasets and grown to over 300,000

• 60 Federal agencies (and over 100 sub-agencies) and 50 non-federal (state, city, county) 

• Enterprise inventories of metadata of public and non-public datasets 

• 2013 Open Data Policy - 2014 Data.gov 2.0 (Harvesting model) 

• Statutory Requirement under OPEN Government Data Act (Title II 2019 Foundations for 
Evidence Based Policymaking Act), Pub. L. 115-435 (January 14, 2019) 

• Expands scope of Data.gov to about 80 additional agencies, makes GSA’s operation of 
Data.gov required by statute



Data.gov Components

• Federal Data Catalog - catalog.data.gov

– CKAN - leading open source data catalog platform 

• Data.gov (home page)

• Metadata management SaaS - inventory.data.gov

• Policy support and interagency monthly meetings, listserv 

• Resources.data.gov (repository required by OPEN Government Data Act) 



Users
• General public, business, researchers, government, academia

• 20 million+ page views (FY 2019) 

• ~2000 requests/questions annually from the public



OPEN Government Data Act P.L. 115-435

• Open Data Policy provisions become statutory/Amends sections in title 44 of U.S. Code

• Requirements on agencies (within one year)  

• Strategic information resource management plan (that includes an open data plan)

• Make each data asset available in an open format, and make each public data asset available under open license 

• Data inventory and Federal Data Catalog (within 180 days) 

• OMB Director to issue guidance on requirements for metadata 

• Each agency to develop and maintain comprehensive data inventory, with updates every 90 days 

• GSA to maintain a single public interface (data catalog) that agencies can submit data assets or links 

• OMB, GSA and OGIS to develop and maintain an online repository of tools and best practices 

• Chief Data Officers (responsible for open data, CDO Council formed)

• Reports

• GAO will evaluate completeness of data inventories and report in 3 years 

• OMB will issue report on agency performance within 1 year of enactment, biennially thereafter

































Looking ahead FY 2023

• Deferred work on features (metrics)

• Additional work on US Web Design System standards

• Greater focus on open data content

• Harvesting improvements

• Engagement with additional agencies

• Work with OMB and Chief Data Officer Council/metadata schema update



Contact Us

• data.gov/contact

• @usdatagov

• datagov@gsa.gov


